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‘... to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord’ (1 Corinthians 7:35)

FROM THE 
EDITOR …

The doorway of vulnerability
“Celibacy draws us close to the heart of the way of 
Jesus: the cross and the resurrection. Something 
which is precious to us must be given up, must be 
put to death. There is darkness, and there is pain. 
Celibacy brings us to Gethsemane and to a place 
where we are totally alone and vulnerable.

	 “The one who is truly called to celibacy must 
not þee from this darkness. When we truly know 
ourselves as alone, weak and helpless, then we are 
truly open to receive the love of God. There is no 
human relationship, no physical thrill, no posses-
sion, no glimpse of beauty, no earthly experience 
which can satisfy our most fundamental need: the 
need to be perfectly reunited with the loving God 
who gives us life. It is this same sense of vulner-
able aloneness which will help to give birth to God’s 
compassion in our hearts and will make us reach 
out to others.”

	I  came across this quote recently which 
summed up something very important about 
celibacy and the celibate experience. This place 
of vulnerable ‘aloneness’ is a vital part of the 
experience of celibates and a means used by God 
to bring fruitfulness in time. Dependence on God 
and the brethren brought about in these ways is 
so often the doorway to strength and maturity. 

Huw Lewis



Twenty-three years on
Wilf Copping, (49) became a Christian in 1974. He made a 
celibate vow twenty-three years ago and now lives at the Jesus 
Fel low ship house ‘Living Stones’ in North amp ton shire where he 
is part of the leadership team.  He reþ ects on cel i ba cy:

óA life of prayer, adoration and sacriý ceôô

P A S T  A N D  P R E S E N T  H E R O E S 

A N D  H E R O I N E S  O F  C E L I B A C Y
Bas i lea  Sch l ink
(1904 - 2001)

P A T H F I N D E R S

BASILEA SCHLINK (1904-2001): cel i bate pioneer 
and founder of the ‘Evan gel i cal Sisterhood of Mary’ 
in Germany

On September 11, 1944 Darmstadt was 
de stroyed in an air raid and over 12,000 German 
peo ple lost their lives. In the days that followed 
the bomb ing, Basilea Schlink and her friend, Erica 
Madauss were gripped with a deep knowl edge 
of their sin and a longing to serve Jesus. “It was 
as though Jesus Him self were among us, as the 
Bride groom, seeking per son al, bridal love for 
Himself,” wrote Basilea. 
 The ‘Evangelical Sis ter hood of Mary’ sprang 
di rect ly out of this revival as Basilea and her friend 
Eri ca sensed the need for a com mu ni ty, a cor po rate 
living out of the vision they had ex pe ri enced to-
 geth er. Basilea describes this vision as: “A com mu -
ni ty life based on daily con tri tion and re pent ance 
in the light of God; a fel low ship of love rooted in 
bridal love for Je sus; a type of dis ci ple ship involv-
ing complete de pend ence upon God … a life of 
prayer, of adoration and of sac ri ý ce.ò
 Basilea Schlink (originally Klara Schlink) was 
born in 1904 in Darmstadt. Her father was a uni-
 ver si ty professor and both her parents were believ-
ers, al though they rarely went to church. As a child, 
Basilea was a natural lead er, high spir it ed and what 
she later de scribed as  ‘wild, moody and irritable.’
 From an early age Basilea had many ques-
 tions about God and longed to ý nd Him for her self. 
She went through many “torturous pe ri ods of 
ques tion ing and inner conþ ictò . Des per ate ly, 
she prayed that God would reveal Himself to her.  
“Then one night I was per mit ted to behold Jesus 
in ward ly as the Cru ci ý ed Lord. When I awoke, 
joy abounded in my heart – ‘I know, that my 
Re deem er livesô. Jesus, the Cru ci ý ed Lord, is the 
Way to the Father,  He has redeemed me and I 
could follow Him.” At last Basilea had found peace 
and contentment and she found herself long ing to 
live for God alone. That, for her, in clud ed for go ing 
marriage.
 “Should I or should I not marry” she ques-
 tioned.  “Much though I was attracted to mar riage 

by the de sire to have my own children, it was 
nev er the less clear to me that God was call ing me 
to go the way of cel i ba cy.”
 As a young woman, Basilea longed to lead 
peo ple to Jesus. She became the leader of the 
Wom enôs Division of the German Student Chris tian 
Move ment and spent several years travelling 
Germany as a Bi ble teacher. But the years lead ing 
up to, and the War years them selves, were ý lled 
with dis ap point ment for Basilea and her friend, 
Erica. Their vision to begin a Bible school and lead 
groups of women into a deeper faith in Jesus was 
frus trat ed. However, through their trails God led 
them into a óbridal loveô for Jesus, and a joy-ý lled 
life based on daily re pent ance. These were later 
to become foun da tion stones for the Sis ter hood of 
Mary, which they were to found together.
 In these years of trial Basilea, too, could later 
write: “God freed me from the desire to have my 
own children and also from the longing for human 
love. I can hon our Je sus’ name by de clar ing that I 
have found full abun dance in Him.”
 Both Basilea and Erica made a bold stand dur-
 ing Hitler’s regime. As a Chris tian leader, Basilea 
refused to comply with Nazi pol i cy to bar Jew ish 
Christians from meetings. She was sum moned 
twice before the Gestapo, the Nazi secret police, 
but allowed to go free despite her un com pro mis ing 
position.
 Almost sixty years after its formation fol low ing 
the vison in 1944, the community continues to have 
the same principles at its foundation. Celibacy too, is 
a vital part of this community lifestyle. Today, after 
about eight years’ prep a ra tion, ‘new’ sisters make a 
com mit ment to lifelong celibacy at a Bridal Con se -
cra tion Service. 
  Over the years branches of the Sisterhood of 
Mary have been opened in Australia, Brazil, Japan, 
USA and several European countries.
 Erica Madauss died in 1999 and Basilea 
Schlink in 2001.

www.kanaan.org e-mail: info@kanaan.org A Fore taste 
of Heaven: Basilea Schlink. (Kanaan Pub li ca tions 1994) 

Finding newness:
 Over the years comes a grow-
 ing sense of God being spe cial to 
me and me being spe cial to Him 
and of having a spe cial pur pose to 
fulý l in this life.
 The newness of cel i ba cy can 
be found or lost at any stage of 
life. For me, the mystery, the ex-
 cite ment, the joy and the sac ri ý ce 
of celibacy have become great er 
and much more ‘nor mal’ over 
the years.

Joys and pains:
 You are more vul ner a ble to the 
joys and pains of life as a cel i bate. 
The joys are man i fold in terms 
of living amongst and serv ing a 
wid er fam i ly but when things go 
wrong there is no hu man partner 
to turn to, and ý nd ing God, our 
chosen part ner, can prove tricky. 
How ev er, when you do, there is 
nothing quite like it!
 One particular joy for me as a 
celibate is the in volve ment with 
lots of people and the sense of 
some thing secret go ing on be-
 tween you and God.
My longing as a cel i bate is to bring 
happiness to God and, if possible, 
to help restore the no bil i ty of the 
people I become in volved with.

Vision and inspiration:
 Celibacy is giving your life 
ex clu sive ly to one thing. With 
that com mit ment comes vision 
and in spi ra tion from God’s love 
which leads you into human in-
 volve ment.
The best thing about celibacy is 
the sense of dis cov ery! It is about 
dis cov er ing spiritual re al i ty and 
pass ing your life on to others. It’s 
about making a dif fer ence in peo-
 ple’s lives. Cel i ba cy makes sense 
of life and brings life to every part 
of your be ing in a down-to-earth, 
solid way.

Beautiful quest:
 When you are a celibate, it is 
like having a marriage re la tion ship 
with God and, to an ex tent, the 
church. It’s a mar riage - not just to 
spend time with hus band - you’ve 
got the kids around too. They’ve 
got to be reared and ma tured and 
it takes time.
 Sometimes I feel a father, 
some times a friend, some times 
a broth er. What Iôve got I want 
to give to oth ers - wher ev er they 
are.

Celibacy - yes ter day and  to-
 day:
 Celibacy is timeless but it does 

trans late into different ages and 
cul tures in ap par ent ly dif fer ent 
ways but underneath there is still 
the same devotion to Jesus and 
His will for the earth. It is not just 
a monastic or priestly calling and I 
think, these days, ordinary peo ple 
feel more able to explore cel i ba cy 
without the thought of some one 
telling them that it must be done 
in this way and in this place.

Celibacy and marriage:
 In a successful mar riage what 
is seen - the family life, the bond 
be tween two people grow ing ever 
clos er, the hos pi tal i ty to a wider 
sphere of people - all this is only 
possible because of something 
that cannot be seen. There is the 
shar ing of a secret life that only 
the man and wife know. Without 
this eve ry thing else will collapse.
The same is true of the celibate. 
There is a secret source and a se-
 cret place where secret things are 
shared and from this there grows 
a life and a love that everyone can 
see. It will feed the deepest needs 
of those around. The secrets which 
the celibate gift releases brings 
con tent ment and a rich hu man i ty; 
it is at home with itself and with 
pretty well everybody else.



Celibacy and the 

Jesus Fellowship
CELIBAcY IS A GIFT 
and calling spoken of 
by Jesus (Matthew 19:
12) and recommended 
by Paul (1 Corinthians 7: 
25-35). 
Around 300 men and 
women in the Jesus 
Fellowship nationwide 
have made the choice  
of staying single. They 
include single parents,  
the divorced, widows  
and widowers as well as 
single people of all ages 
and sexual orientations.

For info/help  
please contact: 

Jesus Fellowship 

Central Ofýces,  

Nether Heyford, 

Northampton  

NN7 3LB, UK  

Tel: 0845 123 5550 

www.jesus.org.uk  

e: info@jesus.org.uk  

© Jesus Fellowship 2003

Information: 

Jesus People Shop,  
Nether Heyford, 
Northampton  
NN7 3LB, UK  

Tel: 0845 166 8172

www.jesus.org.uk/books

Seven 
Silver 
Rings

 The accounts  
of seven 
celibates from 
the Jesus 
Fellowship who 
tell their stories 
with passion,  
humour and 
courage

80 pages. Price £2.99 
(£3.50 by post)

“ChRIST HImSELF is the glory of celibacy, not only because He was begotten of 

the Father without beginning, without change and without cessation, but also 

because, when He became man like us, He took the þesh of a virgin without 

any carnal union and exhibited in Himself the true and perfect celibacy.”

John of Damascus (8th century)

“ThE cELIBATE LIFE is one way to foster intimacy with 

Christ; marriage is another. Both can become a meaningless 

burden, devoid of life-giving possibilities, unless one 

periodically rekindles and renews the commitment to give 

oneself to Christ and others in joyful surrender.”

Susan Muto

“CELIBAcY, which deprives a man of marital intimacy and of fatherhood – im-

portant sacriýces ï enables him in return to devote himself more completely 

to peopleôs cares, to their salvation and their sanctiýcation. Since he has no 

exclusive love, the Christian celibate can always be at everyone’s disposal. 

The celibate, in the whole of his human nature, body and soul, can be wholly 

and directly consecrated to Christ.”

Max Thurian


